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perhaps     conjecture that Tark or Tarku was the native name of the
personated      j Qr Qlba, whom the Greeks called  Zeus, and that the

a native       &                  .                                                           .   _                                  c

god Tark. priestly kings who bore the name of Teucer represented
the god Tark or Tarku in their own persons. This con-
jecture is confirmed by the observation that Olba, the
ancient name of the city, is itself merely a Grecized form
of Oura, the name which the place retains to this day*1
The situation of the town, moreover, speaks strongly in
favour of the view that it was from the beginning an
aboriginal settlement, though in after days, like so many
other Asiatic cities, it took on a varnish of Greek culture.
For.it stood remote from the sea on a lofty and barren
tableland, with a rigorous winter climate, in the highlands
of Cilicia.

Western            Great indeed is the contrast between the bleak windy

or Rugged uplands of Western or Rugged Cilicia, as the ancients called
it, and the soft luxuriant lowlands of Eastern Cilicia, where
winter is almost unknown and summer annually drives the
population to seek in the cool air of the mountains a refuge
from the intolerable heat and deadly fevers of the plains.
In Western Cilicia, on the other hand, a lofty tableland,
ending in a high sharp edge on the coast, rises steadily
inland till it passes gradually into the chain of heights
which divide it from the interior. Looked at from the sea
it resembles a great blue wave swelling in one uniform
sweep till its crest breaks into foam in the distant snows
of the Taurus, The surface of the tableland is almost
everywhere rocky and overgrown, in the intervals of the
rocks, with dense, thorny, almost impenetrable scrub. Only
here and there in a hollow or glen the niggardly soil allows
of a patch of cultivation; and here and there fine oaks and

Asia Minor. Prof. W. Max Miiller is
of opinion that Targh or Tarkh did not
designate any particular deity, but was
the general Hittite name for "god."
There are grounds for holding that the
proper name of the Hittite thunder-
god was Teshub or Teshup. See
above, p. 135 note.

1 J. T. Bent, "Explorations in
Cilicia Tracheia," Proceedings of the
Koyal Geographical Society, N.S. xii.

(1890) p. 458; id., "A Journey in
Cilicia Tracheia," Journal of Hdlmic
Studies^ xii. (1891) p. 222; W. M.
Ramsay, Historical Geography of Asia
Minor (London, 1890), pp. 22, 364.
Sir W. M. Ramsay had shown grounds
for thinking that Olba was a Grecized
form of a native name Ourba (pro-
nounced Ourwa) before Mr. J. T.
Bent discovered the site and the
name.